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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SERVICES : Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s 

services.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4-7yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

   (email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk)

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The RectoryFrom The RectoryFrom The RectoryFrom The Rectory

Dear Friends

One Sunday evening in August when ten people of the parish were gathered in the 
choir stalls of Sandon Church for an evening Eucharist we heard Michael 
(Churchwarden) read to us a prescribed passage from the Old Testament.  It was 
Isaiah chapter 1 verse 1 and verses 10-20, I am sure I can hear you saying, ‘oh yes, I 
know it well’! Observations such as “one eye ‘s ‘igher than the other” come to mind!
Well I found the words of the prophet very challenging especially as the news media is 
currently informing us of the devastating situation being experienced by the flood 
victims in Pakistan and the almost daily death toll of soldiers in Afghanistan.  In the 
context of such news how could Isaiah, a prophet who lived and worked in Jerusalem 
during the latter part of the eighth century BC and who is so remote be relevant to you 
and I?

I don’t think Isaiah was a placard carrying prophet but he reminds us with four simple 
words and in no uncertain terms to ‘cease to do evil’ - relevant moral teaching for all 
time, places and people both Christian and Muslim.  Such a ‘do not’ slogan is okay but 
it needs the positive input which Isaiah also offers when using another four simple 
words, he says , ‘learn to do good’.  We could slap a ‘DO NOT’ ASBO on everyone and 
legislate against all wrong doing.  The government could pump up Police numbers, 
recruit more Magistrates and Judges, build more courtrooms, prisons and secure 
hospitals, take a lot of criminals and dangerous individuals off the streets and put them 
away so that the world is a safer place. This penalises the wrong doer but it  does not 
correct the wrong doing.  There is a gap which needs filling and learning ‘to do good’ is 
a  lesson we need to engage in which our under-funded education system is attempting 
to  provide.  Isn’t it better for us all to focus and learn to do good rather than focus on 
the question of what is wrong and be controlled by a culture of “you can’t do that”.

From the cradle to the grave we are on a journey of learning and isn’t it better to learn 
to do good rather than any alternative.  Where are you on the learning to do good 
curve?

Some of us are good with book learning whilst others are better at learning 
experientially, ‘on the job’.  Do you remember in school, thinking what’s the point of 
Algebra and not understanding the relevance of the lesson.  The relevance of ‘learning 
to do good’ isn’t obvious to us all unless we are on the receiving end of the good.  
Maybe I/we can learn to do good if we follow the old prophet’s advice which goes 
further in asking us to a) seek justice, b) rescue the oppressed, c) defend the orphan, 
and d) plead for the widow.  Isaiah may well have used another four simple words ‘pull 
your finger out!’, get involved in the world’s people and their needs not for your own 
benefit but for theirs.  Altruism needn’t be a word we don’t know the meaning of, it 
needn’t be a thing of the Victorian era, “do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you”.   Cease to do evil - learn to do good.

Love and prayers, 

Clive.



Services at

 Sandon and Little Baddow

 On-line information:

 St, Andrew’s Church, Sandon: www.sandon-church.info

 Sandon Parish Council:  www.sandon.info

Wednesday 1st

09.15 A Celebration of Wholeness and 

 Healing with Holy Communion 

    [S]

Thursday 2nd

10.00 A Celebration of Wholeness and 

 Healing with Holy Communion

 [St Andrew’s Chapel, LB]

Sunday 5th

14th Sunday after Trinity

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

08.00 Holy Communion  (BCP) [LB]

  

10.00 Parish Eucharist    [S]

10.00 Patronal Eucharist  [LB]

18.30 Evensong   [S]

Wednesday 8th

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

09.15 Holy Communion (BCP)  [S]

Thursday 9th  

10.00 House Communion  [LB]

Sunday 12th 

15th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 Morning Worship  [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [  LB]

18.30 United Evening Worship

     [Little Baddow URC]

Wednesday 15th 

09.15 Holy Communion (CW)  [S]

Thursday 16th 

10.00 House Communion  [LB]

Sunday 19th

16th Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 Parish Eucharist   [S]

10.00 Family Service   [LB]

18.30 Evening Eucharist  [LB]

Wednesday 22nd 

09.15 Holy Communion (CW)  [S]

Thursday 23rd

10.00 House Communion  [LB]

Sunday 26th 

17th Sunday after Trinity

LITTLE BADDOW’s HARVEST 

THANKSGIVING

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)  [S]

10.00 Morning Worship  [S]

10.30 HARVEST THANKSGIVING

 at Little Baddow URC Chapel

12.30 HARVEST LUNCH

18.30 Evening Eucharist [LB]

Wednesday 29th

St Michael and All Angels

09.15 Holy Communion (BCP) [S]

Thursday 30th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

CW  = Common Worship

LB   = at Little Baddow Parish Church

S      = at Sandon Parish Church

                              SALT update

‘Taste and see that the Lord is good.’ ~ Psalm 34 verse 8

The following comments have all been heard at SALT during the past few 

weeks, indicating that people are indeed experiencing the words of Psalm 

34 verse 8 as they meet together Tuesday by Tuesday. For this we thank 

God very much.

‘I’ve never heard that story before.’ ~ a parent

‘Amen to the wonderful journey.’ ~ a 4 year old

‘I didn’t know how God was going to send everyone a piece of Jesus so he 

could be with us always. Now I know he sent the Holy Spirit,’ ~ an 8 year 

old

‘I want to be baptised in that river … because I love God and I want to 

follow Jesus.’ ~ a 6 year old (after hearing the story of Lydia)

‘I’ve liked everything with food in it.’ ~ several children of all ages (some 

literal tasting and seeing here! ) 

‘Jesus is alive. Don’t be afraid.’ ~ a 4 year old

‘I’ve learnt that God loves everyone and he heals people.’ ~ a 6 year old

‘I loved making the marble maze with my son.’ ~ a dad.

‘Can we have the chocolate fountain again?’ ~ a team member

‘Is this happening now?’ ~ a 6 year old (after hearing the story of Lydia)

‘Who wrote the Bible?’ ~ an 8 year old

‘I’ve never done any thing like this before. It’s fantastic.’ ~ a parent

 SALT took a break for the summer (apart from a picnic on 27th July) but 

will be back again on Tuesday 14th September. Thank you for all your 

prayers.

 Jean  Elliott (Sandon SALT worker)



The ALPHA COURSE

There are more than 24,000 Alpha courses running in churches of all 

denominations around the world and starting at the end of September, St Mary’s 

Little Baddow and St. Andrew’s Sandon will be running a course here to.  

There will be an Introductory evening on Wednesday 29 September which is 

entitled ‘Is There More To Life Than This?’ which you are welcome to attend with 

no commitment for you to continue on the course, although my hope is that you 

will.

The Introductory evening starts at 7.45pm with Supper and indeed there is a 

supper together at the beginning of each session which gives people a chance to 

get to know each other. There will be a box available for donations each week 

towards the cost of the supper but no course fees are asked of anyone.  

Then there’s the Talk which we watch on the TV.  These talks cover questions 

such as Who Is Jesus? What Does the Holy Spirit Do? How Can I Make the Most 

of the Rest of My Life?  After each talk and depending upon the size of the whole 

group we may divide into smaller groups to discuss the topic of the evening, over 

a cup of coffee we can ask questions, express opinions, agree, disagree! Listen, 

learn, discuss and discover. And ask anything. Alpha is a place where no question 

is too simple or too hostile.  By the way, if you only drink something wild and 

exotic such as Green tea please bring a bag, a Green Tea - tea bag that is.  We only 

do basic tea and coffee.

For further details and to book a place please call:  Clive Ashley (Priest-in-

Charge) 01245 243863 or email: cliveashley@btinternet.com

The course will be run from our home at The Rectory, 25 The Lintons, 

Sandon and we will squeeze everyone in.  If numbers exceed space and we 

cannot squeeze everyone in we will let everyone know the alternative venue.

Clive Ashley

           Tiny Tots, Toddler Group, Sandon

The toddler group at St Andrew’s is aimed at pre-school children 

from babies through to those about to go to school and is primarily 

an environment for your little one to explore and have fun whilst in 

the beautiful & tranquil surroundings of St. Andrews Church.

Tiny Tots provides a great opportunity to meet other parents/

carers and children of a similar age living locally who you might not 

meet otherwise in an easily accessible location.

It’s also time to escape the confines of the house and find a 

welcome change of scenery, with a readymade play environment & 

others to clear up the mess at the end of the session!

We make sure the kettle is on early for those mums (dads.. 

grandparents.. childminders..) in need of a cuppa.  We offer the 

toddlers a drink and a biscuit or a piece of fruit normally half an 

hour into the session and we encourage them to sit at a table to 

enjoy their snack together.

The great news is that we don’t have a formal waiting list so you 

are welcome to simply come along one week (checking it’s during 

term time) and give us a try. Alternatively feel free to call and 

have a chat first, contact details are at the end.

We meet Wednesday afternoons; at your local Sandon Church in the 

St Andrew’s Room. 

Time: 2 pm to 3.30 pm so come along.  Our first meeting back after 

the summer break is Weds September 8th.

Contact:  Alison 01245 474858

or e-mail: little.gables@tiscali.co.uk



 



 



 

WASPS AND VESPAS

I have been doing battle with a wasp nest and I am not sure whether I am winning!

It is up in the overhanging gable outside my bedroom window and there is a little 

hole in between the gable and the wall and they crawl in there! How big is it? I'm 

unable to say but I went into the attic space and could see no hint of a nest there and 

so hope that it is confined to the overhanging section.

After the nest discovery it was off to B and Q to buy an official wasp spray which

 is for the 'amateurs' as it says on the tin! The 'deadly contents include D-Phenothrin 

and Tetramethrin whatever they may be in the form of a spray so you don't have to 

get too close.

After several sprays from about 4 feet they have been discouraged from going

 into the roof gap but they still keep coming back!  I will win in the end---I hope.

There is no doubt that August is a bad month for wasps and they tend to ruin most 

outdoor eating events at the moment. At BBQs they love my sausages and at the zoo 

last week my grandchildren were set on when eating donuts -as expected!

The Latin name for the common wasp is vespa vulgaris and you will be glad to

 know that  it's only the female version that stings! Why can't we invent a world class 

anti-wasp solution such as a specially designed bird that only eats wasps? Or maybe a 

spray that will keep wasps away on a semi-permanent basis for a few hours-now that 

would be useful.

I heard that the largest wasps nest yet discovered had reached the size of a car-

which is a bit worrying as I don't think my roof will support it.

Roll on Winter!!        David Farrar

CHOCOLATE CALCULATOR - YOUR AGE BY CHOCOLATE MATH

1. First of all, pick the number of times a week that you would like to have chocolate      

(more than once but less than 10 times - i.e.2-9)

2. Multiply this number by 2 (just to be bold)

3. Add 5

4. Multiply it by 50 (I'll wait while you get the calculator!)

5. If you have already had your birthday this year, add 1760 .. If you haven't, add 

1759

6. Now subtract the four digit year that you were born

You should be left with a three digit number   The first digit of this was your original 

number (i.e., how many times you want to have chocolate each week).

The next two numbers are          YOUR AGE!    Ed.

FLOWER ARRANGING

We are hoping to hold a short course for those who would like to learn more 
about the basics of this fascinating and useful skill. The course will consist of 
short talks on arranging and practical hands on arranging on four or five 
evenings during the early Autumn in the Saint Andrew’s Room, Sandon. 

They will also be of interest to those who would like to exchange ideas and 
practical experience with others. Please contact me ( Ch 225756) if you are 
interested, or would like further details.

Barbara Underwood


